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November 27, 2022 
 

First Sunday of Advent, Year A 
 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS                  

 

 

(*) The congregation will please stand as able 

(BOLD-FACED TYPE)  Congregation responds 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND TIME FOR CENTERING 

 

PRELUDE     

Meditation on “My Lord, What A Morning”  Improvised by Kevin G. Lindsay 

 

 

THE SERVICE BEGINS 

 

*THE FIRST HYMN OF ADVENT 

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You                                     AURELIA 

 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you alright?  

Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight.  

Oh, kindle, precious Savior, your lamp within my breast,  

That all my glad behavior may show how I’ve been blest.  

  

Your Zion strews before you green boughs and fairest palms; 

And I, too, will adore you with Joyous songs and psalms;  

My heart shall bloom forever for you with praises new  

And from your name shall never withhold the honor due.  
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*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
RESPONSES FROM ISAIAH 2, 11 AND 62  

  

How often have we imagined the ruler of glory far off?  

God is not in some remote heaven but here.  

We wait in silence for God’s appearing.  

Come, Holy One, to wipe away our tears.  

Stretch out your hands and open your hearts.  

Purify your lives from all deceit and falsehood.  

God reaches out to comfort and cleanse.  

We can sense God’s hand of blessing resting on us.  

The earth and all things in it are God’s  

The world and all its people belong to God.  

We are God’s people, called and saved by Christ.  

We are the saints who share in Christ’s ministry.  (*) 

 

*SUNG RESPONSE: 

Rejoice, O Congregation, the Lord is drawing near,  

The advent of salvation-let signs of joy appear!  

The Lord, to earth descending, will soon reveal his face.  

To grant us life unending.    

With joy make glad this place!  
 

 

THE CHURCH HEARS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  

          CHILDREN MESSAGE: (WHEN CRILDREN ARE PRESENT)  

 

 

 

ADVENT CAROL:    A Tiny Child Will Come     Don Besig & Nancy Price   
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Soon a tiny child will come,  

     as prophets have foretold,  

a tiny babe whose humble birth  

will warm the winter cold.   

    He will warm the winter cold.  

Soon a tiny child will come  

     God’s promise to fulfill,  

to live among us here on earth  

and do his father’s will.    

        He will do his father’s will.   

But will we know him when he comes, this little tiny king?   

Will our hearts and minds be open to the joy he brings?   

Soon a tiny child will come.   

Prepare to let him in,  

for he alone can make us whole,  

and free the world from sin;  

he will free the world from sin.   

And now the world awaits the news; we know the time is near.   

Soon a star will light the winter sky to show he is here!   

Soon a tiny child will come,  

a gift from God above,  

to teach us all to live in peace  

and fill our lives with Love.   

  He will teach us how to love!   

Words: Nancy Price & Don Besig © 1985 Shawnee Press Inc. Delaware Water Gap PA 18327; Music by Don Besig © 

1985 Shawnee Press Inc. Delaware Water Gap PA 18327; Reprinted and recorded under OneLicense.net # A-711296 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                        (UMH p. 895) 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/PrayerChain
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(Following each passage of Scripture, the congregation will sing the BOLD FACED text, 

the familiar tune is AZMON, (O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing) 

 

IN THE BEGINNING……ISAIAH 64:8 

Make this place glad, this holy place 

Where God’s high praise is told. 

The season’s hues proclaim his grace 

As signs of grace unfold. 

REFLECTION 

                                 

LET THERE BE LIGHT!               Advent Candles           ISAIAH 9:1A, 2 

Make this place glad; let candles glow 

These waiting days to mark, 

The coming of the Lord to show 

As light dispels the dark. 

REFLECTION 

 

GREEN, OF COURSE                        Wreath                  ISAIAH 61:1A,3A 

Make this place glad, adorned with green, 

With festive garlands hung. 

So shall God’s gifts of life be seen, 

His praises gladly sung. 

REFLECTION 

 

AND RED      Red Ribbons                  ISAIAH 35:1-2A 

Make this place glad!  Let brilliant red 

The wondrous news proclaim: 

For us the Savior’s blood was shed- 

Oh, praise his blessed name! 

REFLECTION 
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WHITE AND GOLD                     Ornaments                   ISAIAH 40: 9, 5A 

Make this place glad! Let gold and white 

Proclaim our Savior’s worth 

Whose everlasting glory bright 

Brings peace to all the earth. 

REFLECTION 

 

ADVENT PARAMENTS          Purple Paraments                    ISAIAH 61:10 

Make this place glad with Advent hues 

That lifts our eyes on high. 

The King is coming! Spread the news: 

The Son of God draws nigh! 

REFLECTION 

 

THE MANGER SCENE                    Manger                   MATTHEW 1:22-23 

Make this place glad! Let figures tell 

How great the gift God gave: 

For God’s own son, Emmanuel, 

Was born on earth to save! 

REFLECTION 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

God of hope 

  As we begin our Advent pilgrimage, 

  grant us the courage to hope. 

Hope for your presence, 

  Hope for your peace, 

   Hope for your promise. Amen. (*) 
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

During this time, we are grateful for your continuing financial support of our ministries.   

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

 

Offertory Prayer:  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRmYyZWeNbNOAicl3cNMtCxXHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouae3s6wh3hdLs1VePEz2XyY=
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THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
 

 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION  

 

Hark, the Herald’s voice entreating, 

  “In the wilderness, the way prepare!” 

To all faithful souls repeating, 

  “In each heart and home, the way prepare!” 

As a sign of preparation 

    boughs of green now are seen ev’rywhere, 

Welcoming such glad salvation: 

 “In this holy house, the way prepare!” 

 

Let the desert bloom, rejoicing: 

  In the wilderness, the way prepare. 

Share the joy, your praises voicing: 

  In each heart and home, the way prepare. 

For the Savior, long-awaited, 

  boughs of green now are seen ev’rywhere. 

Be his advent celebrated: 

  In this holy house, the way prepare! 

 

 

*Benediction    

 

Voluntary          Sortie on “PEOPLE LOOK EAST”         Improvised by Kevin G. Lindsay 
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Assisting with Worship today:    

Liturgist:                    Elaine Menard 

Technical Support:     Kent Marzoli  

Altar Flowers:   In Celebration of Donna & Hans Walters 62nd Wedding Anniversary.    Donated 

by Marcia Brown    

Cover Image:             Generated “In-House” by Pastor Ho-Soon Han.   

 

 

The text for all of the sung music today comes from Public Domain hymns and additions written by  

Arden Mead.  The congregational responses and prayers are also written by Arden Mead © 1998 & 

2018, published by Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr Fenton, MO 63026 

All rights reserved.  Permission is given local congregations to adapt the outline as needed for 

congregational use and to acknowledge Creative Communications for the Parish in print and media 

generated for worship use only.   https://www.creativecommunications.com/ 

 

 

 

** The scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  Used by permission.  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our ministries please visit our website 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/ 

Follow or "LIKE" us on Facebook  

Readings for December 4, 2022 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10 / Psalm 72:1-7, 17-18 

Romans 15:4-13 / Matthew 3:1-12 

https://www.creativecommunications.com/
http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcrochester/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2

